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Insolvency Law and Restructuring

With roughly 770 lawyers in 14 offices,
Taylor Wessing is one of Europe’s largest
commercial law firms. We are a full-service
firm covering the entire spectrum of legal
areas, with one focus being on insolven-
cies/reconstruction/corporate recovery. Our
team counts more than 50 highly speciali-
sed lawyers in Germany, the UK, France
and Belgium who cooperate closely with
each other, allowing us to offer the most
efficient advice even in complex reconstruc-
tion, corporate recovery and insolvency
matters involving international elements.
The remarkable size of our Reconstruction
& Corporate Recovery team enables us to
quickly provide our clients with a powerful,
customised team of experts in times of glo-
bal crises. We are renowned for our proac-
tive development of innovative solutions,
supporting the turnaround of a company
by implementing the necessary structures
and measures.

Our clients include nationally and interna-
tionally acting companies as well as banks,
directors, shareholders, creditors and inve-
stors — they all benefit from our competent,
comprehensive legal services during corpo-
rate crises. Due to our highly diversified
client structure, we have developed a very
broad know-how basis even for exceptional
scenarios, which we effectively put to use
in our clients’ best interest. We involve the
most appropriate specialist advisers early in
the case to promote and find economic
solutions quickly.

Our special expertise in representing clients
in court and out of court is evidenced by
the fact that we are regularly hired by
renowned insolvency administrators.
Important legal directories have qualified us
as a prominent firm in this field and are
referring to our team members as leading
names in reconstruction & corporate reco-
very matters. Our specialists were and are
involved successfully in some of the most
high-profile restructurings and insolvencies
in Europe.

We cover the entire spectrum of insolvency
and corporate recovery services, including
without limitation:

Advising the management in a corpora-
te crisis

Corporate recovery and restructuring
issues

Advising creditors
Advising investors
Litigation

Asset tracing

~Frequently recommended for insolvency and corporate recovery issues,
with an outstanding record of advising renowned insolvency administrators
and high-profile companies in insolvency issues.”

JUVE Handbuch 2008/2009



Our services

Advising the management
in a corporate crisis

Financial crises confront the management
of a company with enormous challenges,
often including significant personal liability
risks which are not always fully covered by
existing D&O insurances, which we are
happy to review and optimise for our
clients. The important issue is to deal cor-
rectly with tax authorities, social insurance
institutions and business partners when
signing new contracts and settling liabili-
ties. We offer reliable, competent support
to managements finding themselves in such
a situation, from the beginning to the solu-
tion of the crisis. Should insolvency procee-
dings be inevitable despite all efforts, we
will advise on the best defence against lia-
bility claims, where necessary also in court.

Corporate recovery
and restructuring issues

Not only the management but also the
company itself faces great challenges in a
financial crisis. The aim is to save the busi-
ness and make it competitive for the future.
A promising restructuring concept is requi-
red, whose development demands a high
level of economic expertise and persuasive
powers of the management. Also, many
resources of the company will be tied up
for this process which, especially in difficult
economic times, actually would be needed
to solve the company’s operative problems.
Many years of practical experience and spe-
cialist expertise as well as our appreciation
of the special problems arising in a crisis
enable us to support the management in all
aspects of the restructuring process and
increase the chances of a successful restruc-
turing concept.

We analyse the current situation of a busi-
ness and support the preparation of a
sustainable restructuring concept taking
account of the effects of an insolvency and
the possible alternative solutions, such as
self-administration and/or an insolvency
plan. We support our clients in difficult
negotiations with banks, suppliers, custo-
mers, trade unions, works councils and the
mutual pension assurance association and
in the subsequent implementation of their
restructuring concept. Our support also
gives the management more time to dedi-
cate itself to its daily business — the operati-
ve management of the company.

Advising creditors

We offer advice to major banks, credit insu-
rers and suppliers in issues of collateralisati-
on and risk management. Lenders seek our
support in structuring chattel mortgages
and land charges. Our team also includes
very experienced advisers in pending insol-
vency proceedings.

Advising investors

Following our integrated approach, our
practice departments “Reconstruction &
Corporate Recovery” as well as “Corporate
Finance” jointly advise investors intending
to acquire companies or company divisions
in insolvency or in a crisis. Together with
our clients, we develop economically sustai-
nable solutions for corporate acquisitions as
well as contract- and tax-optimised acquisi-
tion structures. We develop structures for
our clients to protect their investments into
intellectual property and know-how in an
insolvency. Our clients benefit from our
interdisciplinary, multijurisdictional approach
and our strong economic understanding.

Litigation

We act for clients in contentious procee-
dings, especially also in pending insolvency
proceedings. Our experienced litigators
advise and represent insolvency administra-
tors in rescission actions and in lawsuits
against managers and shareholders of
insolvent companies. The spectrum includes
liability suits as well as litigation relating to
the raising and preservation of capital. Our
wide experience gathered in the represen-
tation of insolvency administrators enables
us to offer first-rate advice also to former
managements as well as to the sharehol-
ders and business partners of insolvent
businesses in defending their rights. Our
clients have benefited from our experience
and expertise in many cases.

Asset Tracing

Besides mismanagement and bad debts,
corporate insolvency often is caused by cri-
minal acts of the management, including
fraud at a lender’s expense, or asset
embezzlement to the disadvantage of the
company or its creditors. Our practice
department is very experienced in both the
prosecution of and defence against allegati-
ons of fraud in connection with insolvency
matters. Where required, we also offer
asset tracing services and help clients to
enforce the return of their assets.

. The group’s litigation work in insolvency cases is outstanding
and has received praise throughout Germany*”

JUVE Handbuch 2008/2009
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Your Contact

Phillip von Alvensleben, LL.M. Ingo Gerdes, LL.M. Dr. Christiane Hoerdemann-Napp  Dr. Matthias Kampshoff

Berlin Dusseldorf Dusseldorf Dusseldorf
p.alvensleben@taylorwessing.com i.gerdes@taylorwessing.com c.hoerdemann@taylorwessing.com m.kampshoff@taylorwessing.com

Dr. Michael Malitz Dr. Roman Schmiedeknecht, LL.M. Peter Bert, lic.oec.int. Dr. Hortense Trendelenburg
Dusseldorf Dusseldorf Frankfurt Frankfurt
m.malitz@taylorwessing.com r.schmiedeknecht@taylorwessing.com  p.bert@taylorwessing.com h.trendelenburg@taylorwessing.com

Hauke Bornschein, LL.M. Dr. Jan Curschmann Sven Kahlert Harald Bechteler

Hamburg Hamburg Hamburg Munich
h.bornschein@taylorwessing.com j.curschmann@taylorwessing.com s.kahlert@taylorwessing.com h.bechteler@taylorwessing.com

Martin Kraus Dr. Andreas Schrettl Dr. Frank Walk Elke Wurster

Munich Munich Munich Munich
m.kraus@taylorwessing.com a.schrettl@taylorwessing.com f.walk@taylorwessing.com e.wurster@taylorwessing.com
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Bart de Moor Patrick Cook Nick Moser Philippe Glaser
Brussels London London Paris
b.demoor@taylorwessing.com p.cook@taylorwessing.com n.moser@taylorwessing.com p.glaser@taylorwessing.com
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Berlin Brissel Cambridge Dubai Dusseldorf
Frankfurt Hamburg London Minchen Paris

Alicante Beijing Shanghai Warsaw

www. taylorwessing.com

A legal force for Europe

Based in the UK, France, Germany, Brussels
and Dubai, representative offices in
Alicante, Beijing and Shanghai as well as
an associated office in Warsaw — Taylor
Wessing provides the full range of legal
services to major corporations, financial
and public institutions, growing enterprises
and wealthy private clients. Taylor Wessing
has an enviable track record in serving
knowledge-based and technology-orienta-
ted businesses. A market leader in intellec-
tual property, the firm also has a strong
market presence in corporate,

finance and real estate.

Our services

B Corporate — M&A, IPOs, private equity,
tax, commercial law, inward investment,
funds

H Intellectual property — Patents,
copyright, trade marks, confidential
information, information technology

B Finance & projects — Banking,
structured finance, major projects

H Dispute resolution — Litigation,
arbitration, mediation

B Reconstruction and corporate

recovery — Restructuring, work-outs,
formal insolvency

B Real estate — Investment, development,
finance, planning and environment

B Employment & pensions — Employee
benefits, human resources, pensions,
pensions litigation

B Competition — EC law and anti-trust

B Regulatory — Public law, financial
services

B Private client — International asset
protection, tax and succession planning

Offices and branches

Berlin

EbertstraBe 15

10117 Berlin

Germany

Tel +49°(0)30 88 56 36 0
Fax +49 (0)30 88 56 36 100
berlin@taylorwessing.com

Brussels

Trone House

4 Rue du Trone

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Tel +32 (0)2 2 89 60 60
Fax +32 (0)2 2 89 60 70
brussels@taylorwessing.com

Cambridge

24 Hills Road

Cambridge CB2 1JW

United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0)1223 44 64 00

Fax +44 (0)1223 44 64 01
cambridge@taylorwessing.com

Dubai

28th Floor, Al Moosa Tower Il
Sheikh Zayed Road

P.O. Box 33675, Dubai
United Arab Emirates

Tel +971 (0)4 332 3324

Fax +971 (0)4 332 3325
dubai@taylorwessing.com

Diisseldorf / Neuss

Benrather StraBe 15

40213 Dusseldorf

Germany

Tel +49(0)211 8387 0

Fax +49 (0)211 83 87 100
duesseldorf@taylorwessing.com

Am Krausenbaum 42
41464 Neuss

Germany

Tel +49(0)21317 40300
Fax +49 (0)2131 7 40 30 50
neuss@taylorwessing.com

Frankfurt am Main
Senckenberganlage 20-22
60325 Frankfurt a. M.
Germany

Tel +49(0)69 9 71 30 0

Fax +49 (0)69 9 71 30 100
frankfurt@taylorwessing.com

Hamburg

Hanseatic Trade Center

Am Sandtorkai 41

20457 Hamburg

Germany

Tel +49°(0)40 368 03 0

Fax +49 (0)40 3 68 03 280
hamburg@taylorwessing.com

Hamburg

Hanseatic Trade Center

Am Sandtorkai 41

20457 Hamburg

Germany

Tel +49 (0)40 3 68 03 0

Fax +49 (0)40 3 68 03 280
hamburg@taylorwessing.com

London

5 New Street Square
London EC4A 3TW

United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0)20 73 00 70 00
Fax +44 (0)20 73 00 71 00
london@taylorwessing.com

Miinchen

Isartorplatz 8

80331 Munchen

Germany

Tel +49°(0)892 10380

Fax +49 (0)89 2 10 38 300
muenchen@taylorwessing.com

Paris

42, Avenue Montaigne
75008 Paris

France

Tel +33(0)1 72 74 03 33
Fax +33 (0)1 72 74 03 34
paris@taylorwessing.com

Representative offices:

Alicante

Paseo Explanada de Espafa No. 1
03002 Alicante

Spain

Tel +34 (0)96 5 14 28 05

Fax +34 (0)96 5 20 02 48
alicante@taylorwessing.com

Beijin

Unit 1503, Tower 2, Prosper Center
No. 5 Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District
Beijing 100020

People’s Republic of China
Tel +86 (10) 85 87 58 86

Fax +86 (10) 85 87 58 85

beijing@taylorwessing.com

Shanghai

Unit 1509

United Plaza

No. 1468, Nanjing West Road
Shanghai 200040

People’s Republic of China
Tel +86 (0)21 62 47 72 47
Fax +86 (0)21 62 47 72 48
shanghai@taylorwessing.com

Associated office:
Warsaw

BSJP

Al. Armii Ludowej 26

00-609 Warsaw

Poland

Tel +48 (0)22 579 89 80

Fax +48 (0)22 5 79 89 81
warszawa@taylorwessing.com





