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Competition

Abuse of a dominant position - Microsoft

On 24 March the Commission decided that Microsoft has been using its virtual monopoly in the personal computer operating system market to lever itself into the adjacent markets of media players and work group servers.  The Commission fined Microsoft 497.2 million euro, ordered Microsoft to disclose to competitors, within 120 days, the interfaces required for its products to 'talk' with Windows operating systems and ordered Microsoft to offer, within 90 days, a version of Windows without Media Player to PC manufacturers.  The full decision will be available shortly, if you would like a copy please contact the Brussels office.

State aid – notification procedure


On 24 March the Commission adopted a Regulation to amend the notification procedure for State aid.  The new Regulation provides for the form, content and other details of notifications and annual reports required in connection with State aid.  In addition, the new Regulation sets out the time-limits for all procedures concerning State aid and the interest rates applicable in the recovery of illegal State aid.

Intellectual property

On-line services

On 22 March the EU became a signatory to the Council of Europe Convention 180.  The Convention establishes an international mechanism for the notification of national rules concerning on-line services.  This means that Member States will be aware of regulations proposed in other States and will be able to make their concerns known should they feel that the proposed regulations affect their own on-line services industry.  This aims to improve the transparency and coherence of national laws, and allow businesses to be forewarned of legislation that will affect them.

Pharmaceutical regulation

Orphan medicines

On 22 March the Commission published a consultation on a draft proposal for a Regulation on medicinal products for paediatric use.  The aim of the draft Regulation is to increase the development of medicine for use in children, ensure that those medicines are subject to high quality research, and improve the information available on the use of medicines in children.

There was a previous consultation on the same proposed Regulation between February and April 2002.  This second consultation is to help the Commission finalise the draft Regulation.  Electronic submissions are preferred and should be sent to peter.arlett@cec.eu.int before 9 April 2004.  Feedback on the consultation will be included in the Commission's Extended Impact Assessment and the explanatory memorandum that will accompany the proposal for the Regulation.

For further information please contact the Brussels office:

Peter Willis, Andreas Haak, Diane Jackson, Franziska Wagner or Tom Carver on +32 2 289 6060   

