
Private Client in the UK

tax and stamp duty land tax.  We can also 
advise personal and business clients on the 
use of double tax treaties. We add value to 
our clients’ endeavours, advising on effective 
tax planning and the protection of wealth 
from taxation, from hostile and contentious 
claimants, and from problems arising out of 
succession issues. 

Trusts and settlements
At the core of tax planning and asset 
protection for entrepreneurs and their 
families lies the use of trusts and 
settlements, established in the UK or 
offshore. The uses of trusts and settlements 
are still many and varied, despite changes in 
the fiscal rules, and they continue to provide 
excellent asset protection and tax planning 
opportunities for clients from other countries 
(even those whose own legal system does 
not recognise trusts).

Investment structures
We are also well placed to advise on 
investment structuring vehicles for wealthy 
clients and their families, onshore or 
offshore. Vehicles such as Authorised Unit 
Trusts (AUT), Open Ended Investment 
Companies (OEIC) and Family Limited 
Partnerships provide an opportunity for tax 
efficient wealth management. Our team 
includes specialists in financial services 
and our services extend through to the 
establishment and management of a range 
of bespoke investment structures.

Contentious issues
We advise trustees, executors and 
beneficiaries on a wide range of trust 
and estate disputes both in England and 
Wales and in other jurisdictions.  These 
include Inheritance Act claims, testamentary 
capacity and undue influence, attacking and 
defending asset protection trusts, trustee 
mistake including rectification, rescission 
and Hastings-Bass principles, breach of trust, 
and removal of trustees and executors.  We 

aim to diffuse conflicts at an early stage but 
where this proves impossible, subsequent 
court proceedings are handled cost 
effectively with the aim of protecting our 
clients from the unexpected and achieving 
the best possible outcome.

Wealth management issues
In addition, we have practical experience 
in establishing and maintaining private 
and family offices and assisting with 
management issues for the wealthiest of 
private clients.  We act for a significant 
number of individuals and families in 
the Forbes and Sunday Times Rich Lists.  
Through our cross-departmental Wealth 
Group we believe we offer a unique and 
fully integrated service for the ultra-wealthy 
who need expert and joined-up advice 
on their personal wealth structures, tax 
planning, commercial investments and 
reputation management issues.  The firm 
does not engage in regulated activities 
within the meaning of the Financial Services 
and Markets Act 2000 other than in a purely 
incidental manner as part and parcel of our 
professional services.

Heritage property
For clients who own or inherit significant 
and important works of art or real estate 
we advise in relation to the purchase, 
ownership, taxation and protection of this 
valuable class of asset. 

Wills and probate
We advise on international probate issues, 
the drafting of wills in different jurisdictions, 
and the interplay between the succession 
laws of other countries. We aim, through 
asset protection structures, to avoid the 
difficulties that can arise through probate 
procedures for assets in different countries. 

The lawyers are thorough, thoughtful and always on 
top of changes to the law
Chambers and Partners 2009

Our experience
The firm’s UK Private Client group has been 
recognised as a market leader for many years. 
It works closely with the firm's private client 
practice groups in mainland Europe and the 
Middle East.

We are experienced in advising international 
families, private banks and fiduciary 
groups.  We have particular expertise in 
advising so called "new money" clients, ie. 
entrepreneurs and members of the finance 
industry, as well as landed estates.
Working closely with our top ranked 
Corporate law groups (who have a 
recognised specialism in venture capital and 
private equity) our Private Client lawyers 
provide innovative answers to the problems 
of wealthy clients throughout the world.

Our services
Domicile and residence 
Of prime importance to any tax motivated 
structure is a clear understanding of the client’s 
tax status. Our lawyers provide an in depth 
analysis of a client’s domicile and residence 
status supplemented, where necessary, by 
detailed correspondence with the relevant 
sections of HM Revenue & Customs.

Tax and succession planning
Our partners and associates are experienced 
in all aspects of UK taxation including 
inheritance tax, capital gains tax, income 
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Property
Our property specialists advise on the 
purchase, financing, occupation and sale 
of all types of residential and agricultural 
property. We are  experienced in acting 
for offshore owners and can advise as to 
the most appropriate structure, in different 
circumstances, to minimise the tax exposure 
on rental income, and to mitigate the impact 
of UK inheritance tax, capital gains tax and 
stamp duty land tax. We can, and frequently 
do, put clients in contact with those offering 
offshore company and financial services.

Our approach

The ethos at Taylor Wessing has always been 
to build a close and lasting relationship with 
clients. We offer a partner led service with 
close partner involvement and supervision, 
whilst seeking to ensure that the right 
expert at the right level provides the advice. 
Our private client skills are based upon the 
historical origins of our practice, the breadth 
and complexity of the problems we solve on 
a day to day basis, and the experience of 
our partners and staff. 

Our partners and associates have a 
long tradition of providing a timely and 
understanding service for clients from all 
over the world. We maintain close working 
relationships with expert advisers and service 
providers in all recognised low tax and 
developed jurisdictions.

Finally, one of our key objectives is to 
provide high quality legal services on a cost 
effective and competitive basis.


