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With more than 
70 years of experience, 
our Dubai Real Estate & 
Construction team has 
acted on some  
of the most iconic  
projects across the  
gulf, Sub–Saharan  
Africa and Asia.
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Working with influential players in the industry, our  
in–depth project knowledge, deep local experience, 
and specialist expertise mean we’re a go–to firm for 
all aspects of real estate and construction projects. 

Our key strength is the depth  
of our relationships with clients,  
supporting them throughout a 
project’s lifecycle, including all 
aspects of site–based issues,  
dispute escalation, and 
representation in proceedings  
that can’t be avoided.

Our team has unparalleled  
expertise in major projects and 
infrastructure including:

	� public procurement

	� healthcare

	� construction finance

	� construction insolvency 
 (including renewables)

	� hotels

	� regeneration and  
development.

Our team works at the forefront 
of the innovative and evolving 
real estate and construction sectors, 
advising global clients on 
world–renowned projects.

We have specialist expertise in  
a number of areas:

	� Drafting and negotiating 
construction and real estate 
contracts.

	� Litigation and arbitration.

	� Advising on alternative dispute 
resolution.

	� Management of site–based 
issues, day–to–day contractual 
correspondence, termination,  
and dispute escalation.

	� Comprehensive project  
co–ordination with all parties, 
including insurers, financing  
banks, and relevant authorities.

	� Advice on co–operation 
(associations and JV) and 
consortium agreements.
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Our Dubai–based Real Estate & Construction team 
has a reputation for innovation, commerciality, 
and proactivity in our approach to the resolution, 
mediation, and arbitration of disputes.

Examples of our work include:

	� advising on the delay and 
disruption of an airport project 
in Oman for a specialist roofing 
contractor

	� advising a leading Spanish–based 
consultant on claims relating to 
the suspension of an airport in 
Saudi Arabia

	� advising a JV on claims relating to 
the construction of a steel plant in 
Saudi Arabia

	� acting on multiple arbitrations 
relating to the construction of  
road projects in Ethiopia

	� advising a contractor on delays 
in the construction of a flagship 
banking HQ in Bahrain

	� Acting in arbitration regarding  
the upgrade and refurbishment  
of a power and desalination 
facility in Saudi Arabia.

	� Advising on dispute escalation  
and claim review for a Chinese–
based entity regarding an  
offshore drilling platform in Iran.

	� Successfully defending a claim by 
an Australian restaurant franchisee 
to perform obligations under an 
unregistered lease contract and 
pay consequential losses.

	� Advising on dispute escalation 
and avoidance strategies on 
behalf of a specialist interior fit–
out subcontractor for delayed 
main contract works for two 
landmark mixed use residential/
hotel projects on Palm  
Jumeirah, Dubai.
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Litigation and Arbitration

The core team

Nick Carnell
Partner I Construction  
and Disputes, Dubai

+971 4 309 1006

n.carnell@taylorwessing.com

Jerry Parks
Partner

+971 4 309 1003

j.parks@taylorwessing.com

Nick is Head of our 
Construction and Disputes 
teams in Dubai. He helps 
national and international 
clients navigate the 
Middle East’s dynamic 
construction sectors. Nick 
has been advising clients on 
construction, engineering law, 
arbitration and insurance law 
for more than 30 years. 

Jerry is Head of the Real 
Estate team in Dubai.  
His corporate and real 
estate clients describe him 
as a highly experienced 
advisor with an excellent 
reputation in the region. 
Jerry has practiced in Dubai 
since 1997 and acts for a 
variety of real estate industry 
players including developers, 
investors, brokers and  
finance companies and  
high net worth individuals.
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Paul Blakeway
Senior Counsel

+971 4 309 1041

p.blakeway@taylorwessing.com

Paul specialises in 
international arbitration 
and dispute resolution, 
with particular expertise in 
construction and engineering 
disputes. He has lived and 
worked in the Middle East for 
more than eight years. Prior 
to joining the Dubai office in 
2013 he was an associate in 
Taylor Wessing’s London–
based Construction  
Disputes team. 

James specialises in 
international arbitration 
and dispute resolution, with 
particular expertise in real 
estate disputes, commercial 
litigation and debt recovery 
in arbitration and the DIFC 
Courts. James has lived  
and worked in the UAE for  
ten years now, eight of  
which have been with 
Taylor Wessing. 

James Baldwin
Senior Associate

+971 4 309 1014

j.baldwin@taylorwessing.com 
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Heather D’Silva
Associate

+971 4 309 1030

h.d’silva@taylorwessing.com

Heather is an Associate 
and specialises in advising 
national and international 
clients on all aspects 
of disputes, including 
construction, real estate, 
commercial litigation and 
debt recovery in arbitration 
and the DIFC courts.

Hesham is an Arabic 
speaking litigator, who has 
worked in the Middle East 
(UAE and Egypt) for over 10 
years. He specialises in real 
estate, civil, commercial, 
criminal, and personal 
status matters. Hesham has 
won multiple complex and 
challenging cases before all 
levels of courts in the UAE at 
the local and federal level.

Hesham El Samra
Senior Associate

+971 4 309 1002

h.elsamra@taylorwessing.com

The core team
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Taylor Wessing is a global law firm that serves the 
world’s most innovative people and businesses.

Deeply embedded within our sectors, we work closely 
together with our clients to crack complex problems, 
enabling ideas and aspirations to thrive.

Together we challenge expectation and create 
extraordinary results.

By shaping the conversation in our sectors, we enable our clients to  
unlock growth, protect innovation and accelerate ambition.

	� Automotive & Mobility

	� Chemicals

	� Financial Institutions & Insurance

	� Logistics & Transport

	� Public Services & Education

	� Aerospace & Defence

	� Business & Professional Services

	� Consumer & Retail

	� Hotels, Hospitality & Leisure

	� Manufacturing & Industrials

Technology, Media & 
Communications

Private Wealth

Real Estate, Infrastructure  
& Energy

Life Sciences & Healthcare

About us



Challenge expectation, together
With our team based across Europe, the Middle East, US and Asia, we work 
with clients wherever they want to do business. We blend the best of local 
commercial, industry and cultural knowledge with international experience to 
provide proactive, integrated solutions across the full range of service areas.

2000+ people
1100+ lawyers
300+ partners
29 offices
17 jurisdictions



Taylor Wessing statistics published are correct as of 1 September 2021.

This publication is not intended to constitute legal advice. Taylor Wessing 
entities operate under one brand but are legally distinct, either being or 
affiliated to a member of Taylor Wessing Verein. Taylor Wessing Verein 
does not itself provide legal or other services. Further information can  
be found on our regulatory page at:

taylorwessing.com

Austria	 Klagenfurt | Vienna

Belgium	 Brussels

China	 Beijing | Hong Kong | Shanghai

Czech Republic	 Brno | Prague

France	 Paris

Germany	 Berlin | Düsseldorf | Frankfurt | Hamburg | Munich

Hungary	 Budapest

Netherlands	 Amsterdam | Eindhoven

Poland	 Warsaw

Republic of Ireland	 Dublin

Slovakia	 Bratislava

South Korea	 Seoul*

UAE	 Dubai

Ukraine	 Kyiv

United Kingdom	 Cambridge | Liverpool | London | London TechFocus

USA	 New York | Silicon Valley

* In association with DR & AJU LLC

2000+ people  1100+ lawyers  300+ partners  29 offices  17 jurisdictions
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